
Some useful resources                                                                                          
 
 

Dictionaries and general reference 
 
New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians ([Grove’s Dictionary] 1898; 1904; 1927; 1954; 1975 
[New Grove…] 1980; 2001)  MUS 780.321 
 
Die Musik in Geschichte und Gegenwart (‘MGG’)  (1949- ; 1994- )  MUS 780.331 
 
Music Reference and Research Materials: An Annotated Bibliography (Duckles, V and Keller, M. : 
New York 1997)  MUS 780.16 
 
Thematic Catalogues in Music (Brook, V. : New York 1997)  MUS 780.216 
 
British Musical Biography (Brown, J. and Stratton, S. : Birmingham, 1897)  ASK AT REFERENCE DESK 
 
 

Catalogues 
 
Online catalogues 
 

 http://explore.bl.uk : British Library’s online catalogue for printed and digital material 
 

 http://searcharchives.bl.uk : British Library’s online catalogue for manuscript material 
 

 http://sami.bl.uk : British Library’s online catalogue for sound and moving image (note this 
material is also searchable in ‘Explore the British Library’) 

 

 http://estc.bl.uk : English Short Title Catalogue. This covers material printed in the UK, and 
some printed in English abroad, up to 1800.  *NOTE: this does not include printed music 
scores* It provides bibliographic detail and, under ‘Holdings Details’, information about 
libraries around the world known to have copies of a particular item. 

 

 Other specialist BL catalogues: 
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/catblhold/all/allcat.html 

 

 http://copac.ac.uk : union catalogue covering holdings of UK national, academic and 
specialist libraries. 

 
 
Print catalogues 
 

 Catalogue of Printed Music in the British Library to 1980 (‘CPM’) : printed music acquired or 
deposited with the Library before 1980. Arranged alphabetically by composer and then by 
work.  

 

 Catalogue of Music Manuscripts in the British Museum (compiled by Augustus Hughes-
Hughes, 1906-1909) : divided into three volumes: I. Sacred Vocal Music ; II. Secular Vocal 
Music ; III. Instrumental Music. Arranged by genre/forces, this often contains more detailed 
listings of manuscript contents than the online catalogue, for material held prior to 1906. 

http://explore.bl.uk/
http://searcharchives.bl.uk/
http://sami.bl.uk/
http://estc.bl.uk/
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/catblhold/all/allcat.html
http://copac.ac.uk/


 

 Catalogue of the King’s Music Library (compiled by W. B. Squire, 1927 and H. Andrews, 
1929) : three volumes – I. The Handel Manuscripts; II. The Miscellaneous Manuscripts; III. 
Printed Music and Music Literature. 

 

 The Stefan Zweig Collection: Catalogue of the Music Manuscripts (compiled Arthur Searle, 
1999) : a lovingly prepared catalogue, full of bibliographic detail and provenance 
information. Everything in here is also found in the online catalogue, but this is much more 
clearly laid out. The catalogue includes facsimile reproductions of all the manuscripts in the 
collection. www.bl.uk/manuscripts also has hi-resolution images of the out-of-copyright 
works represented. 

 
 
 
 

Bibliographies/databases/abstracting tools 
 
RISM (Répertoire International des Sources Musicales) A/I series : a large series of 38 volumes found 
on open access in Rare Books & Music, listing editions of music by composers published during their 
lifetimes. Covers music up until 1800 and lists libraries around the world where copies are known to 
be held. 
 
RISM A/II series (http://opac.rism.info/index.php?L=1) : a free online database for searching details 
of manuscript sources. 
 
RISM UK (www.rism.org.uk) : as above, but only covering manuscripts in UK institutions. Sometimes 
contains more detail. 
 
RILM (Répertoire International de Littérature Musicale) : a subscription based online database 
covering abstracts of literature on a broad range of musical subjects, from articles, dissertations and 
books. It covers material published from 1969 to the present. *ONLY AVAILABLE ONLINE IN THE 
READING ROOM* 
 
RIPM (Retrospective Index to Music Periodicals) : abstracts of a more select group of music 
periodicals from 1800 to 1950 (particularly useful for finding advertisements). *ONLY AVAILABLE 
ONLINE IN THE READING ROOM* 
 
Historical sets, collected editions and monuments of music, a guide to their contents (Heyer, A) : 
a volume containing detailed contents listings of collected editions and multi-volume sets of music. 
 
Concert Programmes Database (www.concertprogrammes.org.uk) : a freely available database for 
searching collection level descriptions of concert programmes holdings around the country. 
Occasionally giving detailed listings of contents. 
 
Cecilia (http://www.cecilia-uk.org/html/about) : a freely available database for searching collection 
level descriptions of music archives around the UK. 
 
National Archives ‘Discovery’ portal (http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/) : a freely available 
database for searching archival holdings around the UK (not specifically music though).  
 

 

http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts
http://opac.rism.info/index.php?L=1
http://www.rism.org.uk/
http://www.concertprogrammes.org.uk/
http://www.cecilia-uk.org/html/about
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/


Digitised material 
 
Digital resources for musicology: http://drm.ccarh.org/ 
 
Dissertations:   

 http://ethos.bl.uk  (UK – freely available, although some limitations) 

 ProQuest Dissertations & Theses: Full-Text (US - in the Reading Room only, via ‘Find 
Databases’ list) 

 
Scores: 

 www.bl.uk/manuscripts : a growing collection of high-resolution images of BL music (and 
other) manuscripts. 

 

 Early Music Online www.earlymusiconline.org (also available via Explore the BL) : 16th 
century anthologies from the BL collections, freely available. 

 

 IMSLP (http://imslp.org) : a massive library of public domain scores. 
 

 DIAMM (Digital Image Archive of Medieval Music - http://www.diamm.ac.uk/)  
 

 Library of Congress (http://www.loc.gov/library/libarch-digital.html, but particularly 
‘Treasures Consortium’ - www.loc.gov/musictreasures/ and ‘American Memory’ - 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html).  

 

 Bavarian State Library (http://www.digitale-
sammlungen.de/index.html?c=sammlungen_kategorien&l=en).  

 
Other: 

 BL Sounds (http://sounds.bl.uk) : a collection of digitised material across the breadth of the 
Library’s audio collections. Some available freely from home, all via (free) Higher Education 
subscription or in Reading Rooms.  

 

 The Karlsruhe based KVK catalogue (http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk_en.html) allows 
you to search across multiple digital book providers in one go. This is freely available offsite, 
and links to content that is mostly also freely available online. 

 

 JISC Historical Texts : covering English printed material (not music scores) up until the 19th 
century. This is a subscription database and only available onsite in the Reading Rooms. 

 

 NCCO (Nineteenth Century Collections Online) : certain BL collections have been digitised as 
part of this project – in terms of the Music Collections, this includes the Royal Philharmonic 
Society Archive and many concert programmes. This is a subscription database, and online 
available onsite in the Reading Rooms. 

 

 Newspapers : the Library subscribes to a number of digital newspaper databases, all of which 
can be found from the list of ‘Full-text newspapers’ from the ‘Find Databases’ list in the 
Reading Room. Coverage spans from the 17th-century (in the Burney collection) through to 
the present day. 
 

 

http://drm.ccarh.org/
http://ethos.bl.uk/
http://www.bl.uk/manuscripts
http://www.earlymusiconline.org/
http://imslp.org/
http://www.diamm.ac.uk/
http://www.loc.gov/library/libarch-digital.html
http://www.loc.gov/musictreasures/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/index.html?c=sammlungen_kategorien&l=en
http://www.digitale-sammlungen.de/index.html?c=sammlungen_kategorien&l=en
http://sounds.bl.uk/
http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk_en.html


Useful BL website links 
 
 
 
 
Provenance research: 
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/prbooks/provenanceresearch/provenanceresearch.html 
 
 
 
Named collections: 
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/prbooks/namedcolnprintedmat/namedcolnprintedmat.h
tml 
 
 
 
General collection printed catalogues: 
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/catblhold/printedcatalogues/printedcats.html 
 
 
 
Music homepage: http://www.bl.uk/subjects/music  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contacts: 
 
Reference Services 
 
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/inrrooms/stp/refteam/refteam/refcontacts.html 
 
Music Collections: music-collections@bl.uk 
Sound & Vision: sound-archive@bl.uk 
Rare Books: rare-books@bl.uk 
 
 
Imaging Services (remote copy orders): www.bl.uk/imaging 
Customer Services: customer-services@bl.uk (tel: 01937 546 060) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/prbooks/provenanceresearch/provenanceresearch.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/prbooks/namedcolnprintedmat/namedcolnprintedmat.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/prbooks/namedcolnprintedmat/namedcolnprintedmat.html
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/catblhold/printedcatalogues/printedcats.html
http://www.bl.uk/subjects/music
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/inrrooms/stp/refteam/refteam/refcontacts.html
mailto:music-collections@bl.uk
mailto:sound-archive@bl.uk
mailto:rare-books@bl.uk
http://www.bl.uk/imaging
mailto:customer-services@bl.uk


MUS Open Access material (Rare Books & Music Reading Room) 

 
 
Music Libraries & Librarianship  MUS 026.78 
Music Publishing   MUS 070 
Music Catalogues   MUS 780.16 
History of Music (General)  MUS 780.9 
Collected Biographies of Musicians MUS 780.922 
Music of specific countries  MUS 780.941 
Jazz     MUS 781.65 
Vocal Music & Opera   MUS 782 
Musical Instruments   MUS 784-788 
Composer Monographs   MUS 789 
 
Limited runs of periodicals, including: Musical Times, Early Music, Brio, Fontes, Music & Letters. 
 

HUS Open Access Material (Humanities 2 Reading Room) 
 
BBC and Broadcasting   HUS 384 
Blues/Gospel    HUS 789.43 
Copyright    HUS 346 
Dance Bands    HUS 789.5 
Discography: classical composers HUS 780.92 
Discography: conductors  HUS 781.450 
Discography: record labels  HUS 780.166 
Discography: singers   HUS 782.1092 
Discography: television/film  HUS 781.540 
Drama     HUS 792 
Ethnomusicology   HUS 789.2 
Jazz     HUS 789.5 
Literature (spoken word)  HUS 820 
Music Hall    HUS 792.7 
Musicals    HUS 782.14 
Opera     HUS 782.1 
Oral History    HUS 907 + 940 
Popular Music    HUS 789.4 
Radio     HUS 791.4 
Record catalogues   HUS 780.266 
Recording Industry   HUS 380 
Sound Archives    HUS 025 
Technical    HUS 621 
Wildlife Sounds    HUS 590 
 
Periodicals including: NME, Record Collector, Rolling Stone, Music Week, Melody Maker, The Wire, 
Radio Times, Q, MOJO, The Listener, The Gramophone, Billboard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Collected editions on Open Access in Rare Books & Music 
 
 
 
 
Denkmäler der Tonkunst in Österreich (Wien : Artaria & Co, 1894-1936)  H.988. 
 
Denkmäler Deutscher Tonkunst (Leipzig : Breitkopf & Härtel, 1900-31)  H.993.a. 
 
Early English Church Music (London : Stainer & Bell)    E.461.a. 
 
Musica Britannica (London : Stainer & Bell)     N.10. – N.10.c. 
 
 
 
The Collected Works of J.C. Bach [*selected volumes only*] (New York; London : Garland Publishing, 
c1985)          G.1508.* 
 
Neue Bach Ausgabe (Kassel : Bärenreiter-Verlag, 1954- )    N.11. 
 
Beethoven Werke (München ; Duisburg : G. Henle Verlag, 1961- )  H.726.c. 
 
New Berlioz Edition (Kassel, etc : Bärenreiter, 1967-  )    H.663.b. 
 
G. F. Handel’s Werke [ed. Chrysander] (Leipzig : Breitkopf & Härtel, 1859-1903)  H.990. 
 
Hallische Händel-Ausgabe (Kassel ; Basel : Bärenreiter-Verlag, 1955- )  H.989.b.  
 
Haydn Werke (München : G. Henle, 1958- )     H.1110.e. 
 
Neue Liszt Ausgabe   (Kassel, etc. : Bärenreiter ; Budapest : Editio musica, 1970- ) H.4027.a. 
 
Neue Mozart Ausgabe sämtlicher Werke (Kassel : Bärenreiter)   N.12. 
 
Purcell Society Edition (London : Stainer & Bell)     G.103.t. 
 
Schoenberg sämtlicher Werke (Mainz : B. Schott's Söhne; Wien : Universal Edition, 1966- )   

I.558.f. 
 
Neue Schubert Ausgabe (Kassel : Bärenreiter-Verlag)    H.648.a. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Searching for and ordering music manuscripts  

Searching for music manuscripts: 

The main online catalogue for manuscripts (http://searcharchives.bl.uk) is usually the best first port-of-

call when searching for music manuscripts.  

Print copies of catalogues for individual collections (such as the Royal Music Library, or the Stefan Zweig 

collection) appear on open access at shelfmark MUS 780.164 BRI. 

Sometimes – mainly for material originally catalogued in the nineteenth-century - the amount of 

information given in the online catalogue can be lacking, or absent altogether, making searching difficult. 

In these instances there are a number of other resources at hand. 

Augustus Hughes-Hughes’ Catalogue of Manuscript Music in the British Museum is useful for material 

that belonged to the British Library before 1906, and often contains more detail than in the main 

manuscripts catalogue. There are copies on open access (MUS 780.164 BRI) and at the Music Enquiry 

Desk, and they are arranged in three volumes: I. Sacred Vocal Music, II. Secular Vocal Music, and III. 

Instrumental Music. 

The RISM UK database (www.rism.org.uk)  is an excellent free resource for information on manuscripts 

produced between 1600-1800. As well as the British Library collections it also lists holdings of 

manuscripts in other UK collections, and often in some considerable details. 

Ordering music manuscripts: 

Post-1500 music manuscripts (including letters and papers of musicians), are separate from the main 

Western Manuscripts collections, and can only be read in the Rare Books and Music Reading Room. 

To order manuscripts, you need to: 

 Log in to the main catalogue (http://explore.bl.uk) 

 Select Request other items from the options at the top of the screen 

 Scroll down and select Music Collection 

 You now need to choose the type of manuscript you wish to see from the list (i.e. 
Additional [abbreviated to Add.], MS Mus, Royal Philharmonic Society [abbreviated to 
RPS], Royal Music Library [abbreviated to R.M.] etc. ) and then type the remaining 
number into the shelfmark field 

 you can copy and paste from the original record on in the online Archives and 
Manuscripts record if available 

 If the item is held onsite and it is before 4pm, you will be given the option to Request for 
today. Once requested, items usually arrive within 70 minutes. 

 You can also Add to basket. If you choose this option, your potential request is saved for 
thirty days or until you wish to complete the requesting process. To do this, alter the 
delivery date as required, check the box to the left of the entry and click the Request 
option to the right of your basket. 

 

NOTE: if the status shows as ‘Surrogate’, this will probably mean that the original manuscript is restricted 

and that a microfilm will be automatically issued. If you have a particular reason for wanting to see the 

original, please see someone at the Reference Enquiries Desk. 

 

 

http://searcharchives.bl.uk/
http://www.rism.org.uk/
http://explore.bl.uk/

